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sure our children master the basics,
this has been criticized already, that it
is a bad thing to establish Federal
standards.

I think the President made it clear
he was not mandating these standards.
He was basically saying the Federal
Government can establish these stand-
ards and create incentives, if you will,
to have the schools meet those stand-
ards. Again, that is the way I see the
Federal role. The Federal role can well
be, let us establish the standards and
then the various school districts in the
States on a voluntary basis try to meet
them.

I was kind of shocked to see some of
our colleagues on the other side sug-
gest that somehow that that was inter-
ference and that was a bad way to go.
I really believe that, as much as the de-
cisions about education will continue
to be made and should continue to be
made by the local school boards, there
is nothing wrong with the Federal Gov-
ernment trying to help out and provide
some kind of a basic standard.

Mr. McGOVERN. I agree with the
gentleman. The fact of the matter is
the President is not advocating the
Federal Government take over the role
that has historically been a local role
with regard to education. He is not
saying that by any means, but he is
utilizing the bully pulpit, he is utiliz-
ing his position to challenge school dis-
tricts, schools all across this country,
to meet certain minimum standards.

I do not know how anybody could ob-
ject to a national standard that by
third grade every young boy and every
young girl has to be able to read and
write. That is certainly not a con-
troversial goal, I think, to be set. I
think it is something that we should
applaud.

It should shock us all that so many
of our young kids at that age cannot
read or write. The President has set
that goal out there, he has challenged
us to meet it, and we need to find ways
to meet it.

Part of his call to voluntarism is
that to the extent that people can, that
they volunteer to help tutor young
kids so they can read or write by the
time they are in third grade. This is a
part of the solution, again, and I ap-
plaud that.

It is important that we do set some
sort of national standards and some
sort of national goals, again, not to
interfere with local jurisdictions or
State jurisdictions, but as a Nation we
should want these things. So I applaud
the President on those things.

Mr. PALLONE. If we look again at
every one of the initiatives in his 10-
point plan, every one of them basically
is organized so that the Federal Gov-
ernment is basically providing an in-
centive to local school boards.

It is not only the national standards
we talked about, but the idea of a tal-
ented and dedicated teacher in every
classroom, the 100,000 master teachers
through some sort of national certifi-
cation, a teacher for every student to

read independently and well by the end
of the third grade, expand Head Start.

Head Start, I hope, has gotten to the
point now where everybody on both
sides of the aisle recognizes its value,
but I guess like everything else it is a
question of how much we will provide
for it. In my district—again, I have
been to many of the Head Start pro-
grams—most of them have waiting
lists. Most of them have a lot of kids
that really cannot take advantage of
the program, and it works very well.
We need to expand it.

What he is basically saying is that
his budget would expand Head Start to
cover one million children by 2002 so
that essentially every child who is eli-
gible would have the opportunity to
participate in Head Start.

Mr. McGOVERN. And I would just
add that these proposals, while I wel-
come them and applaud them, one
could argue they are modest in some
respects. Some of us wish they would
go farther.

On the Pell grants, the President, to
his credit, advocates increasing the
maximum award to $3,000. I think they
should be increased to $5,000 to reflect
inflation over the years since the Pell
grants were first initiated. We must
make sure there are opportunities for
those who are from lower income fami-
lies so that they can take advantage of
a college education as well. These are
reasonable, modest proposals.

I want to tell you, what the Presi-
dent has outlined is going to test
whether this Congress is truly commit-
ted to making education its No. 1 pri-
ority or whether this Congress is not.
It is that simple.

I hope, anyway, that we can have
some bipartisan cooperation here. The
President said that education should be
a nonpartisan issue. I agree with him.
I hope that all of us here can join to-
gether and enact all of these proposals.
Maybe we can make them a little bold-
er, because I think that is what is
needed.

If we truly want to see this country
be the economic superpower into the
next century, if we truly want to make
sure we are dealing with all these other
social and economic problems that we
debate here on this floor every single
day, then education has to be a prior-
ity and we are going to have to invest
in education.

So, again, I am going to do what I
can to try to advance his agenda for-
ward. I know the gentleman from New
Jersey is going to do the same thing.
Clearly, education is the number one
priority, and the President deserves a
great deal of credit for drawing the
lines in his State of the Union address.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman, and I also
want to say that obviously, for both of
us, this is the beginning of our effort to
try to continue to bring our colleagues’
attention to the fact that the Presi-
dent’s education program needs to be
enacted, and that we need to move on
it as quickly as possible.

Obviously, we feel very strongly that
that is the case. Most of what is in the
President’s program was basically put
forward with the Democrats’ family
first agenda last year. I think it is real-
ly crucial that we keep making the
point that we need to move on it; that
we cannot waste any time, because it
really can make a difference in terms
of investing in our future and that
bridge that we keep talking about to
the next century.

So I thank the gentleman again and
yield back the balance of my time.
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PEACE FOR AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SNOWBARGER). Under a previous order
of the House, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. ROHRABACHER] is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, as
I ran back and forth today trying to
cast my votes on this very important
issue of term limits, I was visited by
four individuals who have trekked half-
way around the world in order to visit
this capital of the United States of
America in an attempt to bring peace
to their own country. Those individ-
uals represent one of the factions that
continue to struggle in Afghanistan.
Those individuals 10 years ago were en-
gaged in a struggle to defeat the most
powerful enemy and the most powerful
dictatorship in the world, the Soviet
Union. The people of Afghanistan rose
up against their invaders and it was
their courage and their determination
that helped bring an end to the cold
war. Yes, it was the little Mujahedin
110-pound man with a turban on his
head and a beard who jumped from be-
hind a rock and faced a Soviet tank
and said: You shall not impose your
will on Afghanistan. You will not de-
stroy our faith in God. You will stop
here. You will not control my country.
I will die before you succeed.

It was that bravery and that courage
of that perhaps uneducated man from
Afghanistan who was willing to give
everything that eventually brought the
expansion of the Soviet empire to an
end and reversed the course of the cold
war. The United States has a lot to be
grateful and all the people of the free
world have a lot to be grateful for to
the people of Afghanistan. Yet the
struggle goes on. For the last 3 hours,
I have been speaking with these gentle-
men who have trekked halfway around
the world in order to find peace for
their country, in order to find a peace
for Afghanistan. The American people
owe a great debt of gratitude to Af-
ghanistan. We would still be in a cold
war today. There would still be nuclear
missiles aimed at the United States of
America by a belligerent power from
the Soviet Union had not the people of
Afghanistan risked everything in order
to defeat the Soviet empire and to de-
feat the Communist thrust into their
country. For this, the entire world and
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the people of the United States owe the
people of Afghanistan a great debt. Yet
right after the Soviet Union collapsed,
the United States ran at a quick pace
away from Afghanistan and never
looked back. And every day, even to
this day, young people in Afghanistan,
children, are blown apart by land
mines, some of which were provided by
the United States of America. We have
not done our best to try to bring peace
to a country and to a people to whom
we owe so much. It is my hope that, in
Afghanistan, the leaders of the Taliban
movement who now control much of
that country and the leaders of other
factions who control the northernmost
regions of that country can come to an
understanding that will bring peace
and will bring free elections to that
strife-torn country and will provide for
the people of that country, those brave
people of Afghanistan, who stood
against Soviet tyranny and Soviet
armor, will bring them at last to a
time when they can rebuild their water
ducts, they can rebuild their villages
and mosques, they can rebuild their
schools and they can begin again to
have a country devoted to Islam, their
religion, devoted to their families and
to their honor. The United States owes
it to the people of Afghanistan to do
what we can to help bring peace to that
country.

Tonight, as I say, I have spoken to
these leaders who have trekked half-
way around the world trying to seek
help from the United States in bringing
peace to their country. I personally be-
lieve that the King of Afghanistan rep-
resents an option that could unify all
of the people of Afghanistan because
they know that he will soon die, he is
over 80 years old, and will pass away
and thus is not a threat in the long run
to any one faction. The King of Af-
ghanistan would like to bring democ-
racy to his country. What we have
learned, if we have learned anything in
these last 50 years, is that free elec-
tions bring peace. It is democracy that
will bring peace to the world. When
Ronald Reagan confronted the Soviet
empire, he stressed our belief in free-
dom and the support for those who
struggle for freedom around the world,
and that is what changed the world and
has made this a more peaceful world.
Let us hope that in the years ahead,
there will be a more peaceful Afghani-
stan and the people there can live in
dignity and honor and prosperity that
they have earned with their blood and
their honor.

f

AMERICANS FOR DEMOCRATIC AC-
TION: 50 YEARS OF DEDICATED
SERVICE TO PROGRESSIVE
IDEALS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. FILNER] is recognized for 60
minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members

may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the topic of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today, and many of my colleagues will
submit statements to the RECORD to
support this special order, to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of a
great organization called Americans
for Democratic Action, an organization
we fondly call ADA, an organization
that has worked tirelessly for 5 decades
to improve American society.

It was on January 3, 1947, that 130
people gathered at the Willard Hotel in
Washington, DC, to form Americans for
Democratic Action. Included were po-
litical activists, academics, house-
wives, labor union leaders, and former
New Dealers. They were idealists, the
well-known and the unknown, all dedi-
cated to the basic principle that gov-
ernment has a positive role to play in
the lives of its citizens in promoting
individual liberty and economic jus-
tice.

Among the founders of ADA were
such well-known figures as Eleanor
Roosevelt, John Kenneth Galbraith,
Walter Reuther, David Dubinsky, Ar-
thur Schlesinger, Jr., Reinhold
Niebuhr, Joseph L. Rauh, Jr., and Hu-
bert Humphrey. And because I had the
opportunity to work for Senator Hum-
phrey back in the 1970’s, I was able to
learn from him firsthand about the im-
portance of the role of ADA. I truly
value my membership and my current
position as a member of the board.

The contributions of ADA have been
many. In 1948, ADA’s efforts led to the
adoption of a strong civil rights plank
in the Democratic Party platform
which has defined our party’s commit-
ment to civil rights for over a genera-
tion. In subsequent decades, ADA has
taken early principled stands on civil
rights and civil liberties, nuclear arms
control, apartheid in South Africa,
workers rights, women’s issues, and
the Federal budget and tax policy.
ADA was the first national organiza-
tion to call for an end to the Vietnam
war and the impeachment of Richard
Nixon. The Humphrey-Hawkins full
employment bill saw its genesis at an
ADA convention.

The values and ideals of ADA mem-
bers are just as relevant today. For ex-
ample, the increase in the minimum
wage, preservation of Medicare and the
passage of health care portability can
all be traced directly to the influence
of the members of ADA and similarly
thoughtful people. Today ADA contin-
ues to be dedicated to building a better
world with rising standards of living
for all. Its members, in Congress and
out, work for the values of promoting
basic human rights at home and
abroad, ending all forms of discrimina-
tion, ensuring full employment and
balanced growth and more equitably
distributing our resources.

During the 105th Congress, ADA will
continue to press for a national com-
mitment to full employment, com-
prehensive campaign finance reform,
universal and quality health care, ac-
cess to a full range of reproductive
health care for all, an end to discrimi-
nation, full access to quality edu-
cation, a safe and healthy environ-
ment, and national economic priorities
that reflect today’s social and defense
needs.

It is quite a list, it is quite an agen-
da, it is quite a full plate. But it is nor-
mal for the members of ADA to take a
comprehensive approach to the prob-
lems and opportunities that we see in
American society.

So I want to take this opportunity,
as do many of my colleagues, to sin-
cerely recognize and thank ADA and
its members. The influence that ADA
has exerted over national policy has
led to several defining moments in our
Nation’s history. I welcome its partici-
pation in the debates of the future and
wish for ADA a continued commitment
and involvement worthy of its great
founders.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
it was Eleanor Roosevelt who said, ‘‘You gain
strength, courage and confidence by every ex-
perience in which you really stop to look fear
in the face * * * You must do the thing you
think you cannot do.’’ The Americans for
Democratic Action has for 50 years been an
organization that has looked the sometimes
cold and heartless agenda of some in this
Congress and fought it head on with its more
just and compassionate ideals. The Demo-
cratic agenda has long been rooted in the
principles that the ADA espouses and we are
pleased that this organization reminds us of
our responsibility to be tough in the face of in-
justice.

I rise tonight as a proud member of the
Board of the Americans for Democratic Action.
I am particularly privileged to stand here as a
New Yorker as the ADA has an extraordinary
history in the Big Apple. Founded in 1947, by
David Dubinsky and the ever remarkable Elea-
nor Roosevelt, and ADA began as part of a
labor movement and since then has devel-
oped a progressive agenda that spans from
equal rights to jobs to economic justice to edu-
cation. The ADA has been a strong voice for
those whose voices are drowned by words of
intolerance and fear.

We are truly fortunate that the ADA has not
only been completely dedicated to justice with-
in U.S. borders, but has also been instrumen-
tal in advancing human rights throughout the
world. From Vietnam to Sarejevo, in its sup-
port of the United Nations, in its struggle to
promote simple human dignity in the smallest
villages to the most thriving cities, the ADA
has reminded us that it is essential that the
United States lead with more than just its own
interests in mind.

The ADA is a proud and vigilant conscience
of progressive causes during a time when
being called a liberal is sometimes the
harshest political epithet that can be hurled.
There is no way to adequately thank the ADA
for its 50-year fight for peace and justice. I can
only say thank you for allowing me to be part
of your dynamic organization and I look for-
ward to being a part of the next 50.
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